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Newark Community Solutions applies a problem-solving approach to low-level cases in Newark, New Jersey’s municipal courthouse.


      
              Newark Community Solutions provides judges with increased sentencing options for non-violent offenses such as drug possession, prostitution, and shoplifting. By expanding the use of community service and social service mandates, Newark Community Solutions reduces the court’s reliance on ineffective fines and expensive short-term jail sentences, enhances procedural justice, and builds public confidence in justice. 

                          

      More About the Program →
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United States
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                  Youth Impact

              

      
Youth can be transformative leaders, addressing inequity in their communities and the factors that lead to youth involvement in the criminal legal system.  
    
          





    

    
        
      


    Our Impact    

      	

  
    12,837
    hours of community service performed by defendants in 2018
  

  
    

  




	

  
    1,126
    cases in which defendants completed community-based mandates in lieu of being sentenced to jail or fines in 2018
  

  
    

  




	

  
    75%
    of Newark community members surveyed report holding positive views of alternative sentences for low-level offenses
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    “It’s extremely gratifying to work for an organization that uses creative solutions to address modern issues in criminal justice reform.”
  

      
    
     Yaniris Gomez     Senior Clinical Specialist   
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     Something to Crow About


Ironbound Community Corporation’s LaQuan Thomas introduces one of the inhabitants of the Ironbound garden to Alternative Sanctions Specialist Lamar Mitchell.
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     Outstanding Contributor


Tonya Tucker, our victim services coordinator, was nominated as one of "100 People of Newark" for her outstanding contributions to the community.
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     Youth Court Now in Session!


Newark's Youth Court trains young people to adjudicate real-life cases involving their peers while taking a restorative approach to misbehavior.
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     Community Service


Alternative Sanctions Specialist Trevor Powell works alongside clients performing community service in an Adopt-A-Lot vegetable garden.
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        Publication
            
              Health, Housing, and Justice Alliance

          

            
                  


  by  Caitlin Flood, 
                                    
          Alyssa Goodpaster, 
                                    
          Masha Miura, 
                                    
          Kelly Mulligan, and 
                        
          Colleen Smith

          
                As the COVID-19 pandemic forced organizations and institutions to shift to operating remotely, disparities driven by the digital divide became a shared problem across major cross-sector systems important to a community’s well-being. The Health, Housing, and Justice Alliance sought to eliminate inequities of fully virtual legal, healthcare, and social services through the creation of pop-up navigation centers and court hubs throughout Newark, New Jersey.


                
      
          Access to Justice, 
          Community Justice, 
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        Publication
            
              Beyond Bail Reform: Pretrial Assessment and Supportive Services at Newark Community Solutions

          

            
                  


  by  Kelly Mulligan, 
                                    
          Jeffrey Sharlein, and 
                        
          Colleen Smith

          
                After sweeping reforms to New Jersey’s criminal justice system, Newark Community Solutions joined local criminal justice practitioners and launched a pilot program in Essex County to bring supportive services to people with mental health needs awaiting trial in the community. This report gathers lessons and recommendations gleaned from Newark Community Solutions’ experience providing assessment and case management services within this pilot program.


                

          



	


  

  
  
  
  
        Publication
            
              Community Justice Today: Values, Guiding Principles, and Models

          

                    The idea of community justice encompasses a diverse and growing range of evidence-based initiatives which seek to reduce crime by strengthening communities and redressing longstanding inequities. In recognition of the ways in which the approach has evolved over the years, this publication presents a new set of guiding principles of community justice and offers inventive models for putting them into practice, both inside and outside of the courtroom.
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        Looking to Implement a Program in Your Neighborhood?

              We work with communities across the country implement programs that reduce gun violence. Find out more about how we can help you.

      

  
    

      Contact Our Experts →
    



    

        
          
        


    Partners    

        Newark Community Solutions is an initiative of the City of Newark and the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, in collaboration with the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice. Newark Community Solutions is supported by the City of Newark and its Municipal Council, the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice, the Healthcare Foundation of New Jersey,  the PSEG Foundation, Rutgers University, and the Whole Cities Foundation.

      

    
        
      


    Related Areas of Focus    

      
	

      Community Justice →
  
	

      Problem-Solving Justice →
  



    

    

    
    

  
        We rely on the generosity of supporters to do the work we do.

          

  
    

      Donate →
    



  

        
              

    



  


    
    
        
            

      
  


  



                              
    
    
  


  
  
    
      
        
      [image: Center for Justice Innovation logo]
  
        [image: Center for Justice Innovation]
      

      

    

    
      
        
            
  Footer menu

  

        
  
      	
        Contact
              
	
        Expert Assistance
              
	
        Research
              
	
        Accessibility Statement
              


  

  


        
    
    
        
            This website is funded in whole or in part through a grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Neither the U.S. Department of Justice nor any of its components operate, control, are responsible for, or necessarily endorse, this website (including, without limitation, its content, technical infrastructure, and policies, and any services or tools provided).
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